The current education system in India is adept in equipping and assessing the scholastic development of children. However, there is an immediate need to strengthen the co-scholastic areas like life-skills, values and attitudes to equip students to face real life challenges. "Audio-visual technology and their respective media can make a significant contribution to a value based learning curriculum" (Rickelman and Henk). Thus, co-scholastic skills need to be effectively nurtured by a medium that is entertaining and impactful.
One of the biggest challenges also faced by the Indian education system is motivating teachers and reinstating their position in society. EduMedia's survey reveals that teachers face many difficulties, primarily in understanding children and personal and professional development. Most feel the need to be 'trained' to become better teachers. Interactions with other educators and students reveal areas in which teachers require improvement. However, our system lacks quality training modules for teachers. The need of the hour lies in initiating scalable and impactful teachers training modules that can be implemented with ease. "There is a need for development of skills by teachers so that they could be able to use a wide variety of instructional materials sufficiently well" (Akinola 1988) Films have a tremendous impact on our society, they are a great medium to express and communicate thoughts and feelings. When films with a positive message are combined with creatively designed workbooks/worksheets with psychological inputs, they make Leveraging on the powerful impact of films, we at EduMedia India Pvt. Ltd. have introduced School Cinema -a well researched film-based learning module supported by a fun and exciting workbook/worksheets designed to introduce and reaffirm life-skills and values to children, thereby having a positive influence on their attitudes. The modules closely adhere to the recommendations given by the Indian Educational boards for the holistic development of children. Films are made on various topics and issues that are relevant and current. School Cinema also serves as a training aid for teachers, with storytelling as its backbone using entertainment and emotions to communicate the message. We believe that a holistic personality can be done effectively developed through experiential learning.
The workshop will take the participants through a journey of entertainment and learning involving film screening and interactive film worksheets thereby giving them a firsthand experience of School Cinema. The workshop will also highlight the research findings that led to the creation of films for students and teachers. The author will lead a discussion on the impact and effectiveness of film based learning modules in instilling values and attitudes in children, developing skills, and empowering teachers on the areas of self development, understanding children and innovative teaching methodologies.
The equipment required for the tutorial, includes an AV Set up (projector, speakers and a laptop with a DVD drive) and a white board with marker pens.
